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ROSENBERG REFORM PLAN EARNS STATE
$87.5 MILLION IN FEDERAL FUNDS
APPROXIMATELY $22 MILLION TO BE SET ASIDE

FOR REGIONAL TRANSPORTATION AUTHORITIES

State Senator Stan Rosenberg (D-Amherst), President Pro Tem of the Massachusetts Senate, today announced that a regional transportation reform plan he advanced in 2008 has earned the state $87.5 million from the Federal Highway Administration’s “toll credit” program, a pool of money available to states that have toll roads that are part of the federal highway system.
In 2008, Rosenberg discovered that the state had never participated in the “toll credit” program. Rosenberg then filed a regional transportation reform plan that would require state Executive Office of Transportation officials to make the necessary calculations to determine how much the state would be eligible to receive under the federal “toll credit” program and apply for it. 
Under Rosenberg’s plan, which was included in the state’s 2008 Transportation Bond, 25 percent of that amount would be dedicated to regional transportation authorities. Rosenberg’s plan also stipulated that the state could not spend any of the “toll credit” money until the state placed RTAs on a “forward funding” system similar to what was done with the Massachusetts Bay Transit Authority (MBTA) in the 1990s. Forward funding would eliminate the borrowing that the current “lag funding” system requires and save the state $2-$3 million in interest payments. Once the forward funding system is established, RTAs will be able to spend the “toll credit” money on much needed improvements to facilities, including those in Franklin County. The state will then be able to spend the balance on other transportation improvements.
-more-

Rosenberg said he expects that the state will be able to access $30-$50 million a year from the “toll credit” program for as long as the program exists.


“This is essentially ‘found money’,” Rosenberg said. “You know the feeling when you discover a few dollars in your pocket that you didn’t realize you had. These toll credits legitimately belong to the state and I’m delighted that we are now using them. I am further delighted that regional transportation authorities will receive a significant windfall.”


Rosenberg noted that Pennsylvania and Florida are two states that have been using toll credits to good advantage. For example, as of 2001, Pennsylvania’s credits totaled $1.2 billion, of which $68.9 million has been applied as a match, while Florida has used approximately $646 million of $1.8 billion in approved toll credits for highway projects.
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